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DRIVER EDUCATION CURRICULUM  

18 week Semester Course 
   Graduation Requirement 

   3 phase program  

      (a) classroom 

      (b) range driving 

      (c) road driving 
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CLASSROOM PHASE 
Drive  Right (11th Edition) 

Chapter                                      Description 

1 & 2 You are the driver/ signals and roadway markings  

5 & 10 Risk management, IPDE process/ negotiating intersections 

9 & 11 Natural laws, car control/ sharing the roadway w/ other vehicles 

14-15-16 Urban/ rural/ expressway  environment driving 

12 & 13 Adverse conditions/ handling emergencies 

6 & 7 Effects of driver condition/ alcohol, other drugs and driving  

17 Buying and owning/ insuring a vehicle 

18 Maintaining vehicle/ planning your travel 



RANGE PHASE 
-Basic vehicle control 

-Forward/ backing 

-Turns/ w recovery 

-Intersecting traffic/ observe street markings 

-Two way traffic 

-Lane changing procedures/ speed control 

-T-exercise/ 3 point turn about 

-X-exercise/ Backing around corner left & right  

-Angle park/ left & right 

-Uphill/ downhill parking 

-Parallel parking 
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ROAD PHASE 
Residential driving 

Suburban driving 

Highway driving 

City driving 

Expressway driving  
 



 ILLINOIS DRIVER’S PERMIT 

GRADUATED DRIVER  

  LICENSING PROGRAM 



 

PERMIT PHASE 

AGE 15-16 

-50 hours of supervised driving w/adult over 21 years old. 

 (10 Hours must be at night) 

-Permit must be held for a minimum of nine months and 1 day.  

-Must not acquire any driving convictions during the nine-
month permit phase. (Can turn you back phases)  

-Number of passengers limited to one in the front seat and the 
number of safety belts in the back seat.  

-All occupants must wear safety belts.  

-Limit Cell phone use  

-Permit is valid for up to two years.  

-A nighttime driving restriction is in place Sunday-Thursday, 10 
p.m-6 a.m., and Friday-Saturday, 11 p.m.-6 a.m. (local curfews 
may differ from the nighttime driving restriction).  

-Zero Tolerance (under 21 no illegal substances) 

 

 

 

 





INITIAL LICENSING PHASE  

 DRIVERS AGE 16-17 
 Parent/guardian must certify that a minimum of 50 hours of practice driving, 

including 10 hours of nighttime driving, has been completed.  

 Parent/guardian must accompany teen to provide written consent to obtain a 
driver's license, OR complete and notarize an Affidavit/Consent For Minor to 
Drive form.  

 Must have completed a state-approved driver education course.  

 A nighttime driving restriction is in place Sunday-Thursday, 10 p.m-6 a.m., and 
Friday-Saturday, 11 p.m.-6 a.m. (local curfews may differ from the nighttime 
driving restriction).  

 Must maintain a conviction-free driving record for six months prior to turning 
age 18 before moving to the Full Licensing Phase. A traffic conviction during 
the initial licensing phase may extend restrictions beyond age 18.  

 All occupants under age 19 must wear safety belts.  

 For the first year of licensing, or until the driver is age 18, whichever occurs 
first, the number of passengers is limited to one person under age 20, unless the 
additional passenger(s) is a sibling, step-sibling, child, or step-child of the 
driver. After this period, the number of passengers is limited to one in the front 
seat and the number of safety belts in the back seat.  

 Cell phone use while driving is prohibited except in the case of an emergency to 
contact a law enforcement agency, health care provider or emergency services 
agency.  

 

 

 

 





FULL LICENSING PHASE  

 DRIVERS AGE 18-20 

 

   No age-related restrictions apply except in 

cases where a driver fails to move from the 

Initial Licensing Phase to the Full Licensing 

Phase. Cell phone use while driving for 

persons under age 19 is prohibited except in 

the case of an emergency to contact a law 

enforcement agency, health care provider or 

emergency services agency.  

 

 

 



Distracted driving: Distracted driving involves any activity 
a person engages in that has the potential to distract him or 
her from the primary task of driving and increase the risk of 
a crash. 

 

Peer pressure: refers to the influence exerted by a peer 
group in encouraging a person to change his or her attitudes, 
values, or behavior in order to conform to group norms. 

 

Zero tolerance: imposes automatic punishment for 
infractions of a stated rule, with the intention of eliminating 
undesirable conduct 

 

GDL (Graduated Driver’s License Program): Illinois’ 
Graduated Driver Licensing Program allows teen drivers to 
gain experience on the road and prove they are good drivers 
before they “graduate” to fewer restrictions and more driving 
privileges. 

  

 

 

 Words of the Week for September 6-9 



DISTRACTED DRIVING 
 

   -In 2009, 5,474 people were killed on U.S. 
roadways and an estimated additional 448,000 
were injured in motor vehicle crashes that were 
reported to have involved distracted driving . 

 

   -The number one cause of car accidents is not a 
criminal that drove drunk, sped or ran a red 
light. Distracted drivers are the top cause of car 
accidents in the U.S. today. A distracted driver is 
a motorist that diverts his or her attention from 
the road, usually to talk on a cell phone, send a 
text message or eat food. 






