
So what do you really know about searching 
for information? 



Let’s start by taking a look at this YouTube video featuring  
Google engineer Matt Cutts 

 

Indexing: define 
 
Quality?  Always on target? 
 
Page rank: kind of a popularity contest ? 
 
Web page developers/designers can insert words or manipulate the site to make the 
page found more frequently and/or  be ranked higher.  Sneaky, huh? 
 

Link Search Exercise #1:  Go to Google.com  
In the search box type  link:reavisd220.org   How many results did you get?    
Now search for link:wikipedia.org    How many results this time?  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNHR6IQJGZs&feature=related


Currency 

Reliability 
Authority 
Purpose 



 Currency - 
  How recent is the information? 
 How recently has the website been 

updated? 
 Is it current enough for your topic? 

 

Currency 



 Reliability - 
 What kind of information is included in the resource? 
 Is the content of the resource primarily opinion?  Is it 

balanced? 
 Does the site include references or sources of info? 
 What is your reaction to the way the page  

 looks 
 Does page ranking influence you? 
 Is the grammar and spelling correct? 
 Are the links active? 
 Read another source and compare! 
 

CRAP TEST 



 Authority - 
 Who is the creator or author? 
 What are the credentials? 
 Who is the publisher or sponsor? Look at the “about” 

link.  
 Are they reputable? 
  What is the publisher's interest (if any) in this 

information? 
 Are there advertisements on the website? 
 



 Purpose/Point of View - 

 Why was this page created?  to inform, persuade, 
sell, undermine someone or something? 

 Is the information on the web site fact or opinion? 

 Is it biased? 

 

 

Purpose 



 Search exercise #2 
 

 1) Go to http://www.dhmo.org/ 
 2) Apply the CRAP test 
 3) What did you find about this website, the 

authors or the organization?  

Currency, Reliability, Authority, Purpose 

http://www.dhmo.org/




 Genetic Engineering 
 A:http://bio.org/news/pressreleases/newsitem.asp?id=2010_0414_05  

 B: http://www.iowasource.com/food/2010_05_gmo.html 

 
 Credibility about ankle injuries 
 A: http://www.wrongdiagnosis.com/sym/ankle_pain.htm  

 B: http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/ankle-
pain/MY00083/DSECTION=causes  

 
 Lunar landing hoax 
 A: http://mythbustersresults.com/nasa-moon-landing  

 B: http://www.moonhoax.com/ 
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E-Mail to smcintyre@d220.org 
no later than midnight the day before our 
next class: reflect on today’s lesson.  
What did you learn about searching? 
What other questions do you have?  
What was unclear to you?  
If you could teach your fellow students 
one thing about Internet searching, what 
would it be?  
If I asked you to contribute one search tip 
to an article that I was writing, what would 
you add? 
 
 

mailto:smcintyre@d220.org
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