
Information Searching Part 2:  
More tips and tricks  



 
 
 

 Take a look at Web Search Strategies 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAFwAsLypJY


 
 

 Every word matters. In general all the words you put in the query will be 
used.  

 You don’t need to capitalize. A search for < chicago tribune> is the same 
as a search for < Chicago Tribune>. 

 Punctuation is usually ignored, including @#$%^&*()=+[]\ and other 
special characters.  
 
 

 Tips for better searches 
 

 Keep it simple. If you're looking for a particular company, concept, place, 
or product, start with its name.  
 
 If you're looking for a pizza restaurant, just enter <pizza> and the name of 

the town or  the zip code.  
  

 
  

 



 Think how the page you are looking for will be written. A search 
engine is not a human, it is a program that matches the words you give 
to pages on the web.  
 

 Describe what you need with as few terms as possible. Use keywords. 
For example,  

 Use <weather cancun>  
 Not <weather report for cancun mexico>. 
  

Choose descriptive words. The more specific the word is the more likely 
you are to get the right results. Are there words that are used most 
commonly,  or terms that are used by professionals in the field?  



MY HEAD HURTS HEADACHE 

IN WHAT COUNTRY ARE BATS 
CONSIDERED GOOD LUCK? BATS GOOD LUCK 

 DOES AUSTRALIA HAVE 
TARGET STORES? 

VET 

AUSTRALIA TARGET STORE 

VETERAN   
VETERINARIAN 



 The Domain Name System is the basic 
system for assigning web addresses 

 Domain names are what you type to visit a 
web page (www.fbi.gov)  

 Domain names can be purchased so that you 
can have your own website somewhere 

 Exercise: Go to Google and search for 
“domain names list”  

 Why is it useful to know about domain 
names? 

 
 



 
 
 

 Can you always believe what you see? 
 
 

http://darkartsmedia.com/google.html
http://darkartsmedia.com/google.html
http://darkartsmedia.com/google.html
http://darkartsmedia.com/google.html


 From The Wikipedia “About Page” 
 

 “While the overall trend is toward 
improvement, it is important to use 
Wikipedia carefully if it is intended to be 
used as a research source, since individual 
articles will, by their nature, vary in quality 
and maturity. “ 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
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