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Unit 1: River Valley Civilizations

15 
Days

This unit will introduce students to human origins and 
characteristics of early civilizations, including origin myths 

and polytheism, the influency of geography on early 
civilizations, and the importance of rivers and river 

systems in civilized development.

Unit 2: The Age of Empires 

15 
Days

Students will explore the characteristics of an empire as 
they study ancient Egypt, Assyria, Persia, and China.  They 
will also explore the emergence of Judaism and the role 

of cultural diffusion through migration, trade, natural 
disaster, and conquest.



       

 
   

 

 

 

 

   
       

Unit 3: Ancient Greece 

18 
Days

This unit will explore the influence of geography on the 
development of Greek city-states, the role of Greek 

philosophy and literature on Western civilization, and the 
expansion of Hellenistic civilization.

Unit 4: Ancient Rome 

18 
Days

Students will explore the impact Ancient Greece had on 
the development of Ancient Rome.  They will study the 

cause/effect cycle in relation to the rise of Roman 
emperors, the emergence of Christianity, and the legacy 

of Ancient Rome on Western civilization.

Unit 5: African and Asian Empires 

15 
Days

Students will study the influence of geography on the 
growth of empires in India, China, and Africa.  They will 

explore political, social, artistic, and economic 
development, along with beliefs, practices, and texts 

from Hinduism, Buddhism, and Confusianism. 



 

 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Unit 6: Byzantines, Russia, and Turks 

15 
Days

In this unit, students will explore the development of 
Byzantine, Russian, and Turkish groups from late 

antiquity to the medieval period. They will study the 
emergence of Islam, impact of trade, and the 

interactions beween various groups of peoples.

Unit 7: Medieval Europe

25 
Days

Students will study Medieval Europe as they learn 
about the major factors leading to the rise of feudalism, 
the influence of the Church during the Middle Ages, the 

causes and results of the Crusades, and the political 
centralization of power.

Unit 8: East Asia

20 
Days

This unit will introduce students to various East Asian 
culture, includin the Mongols, Feudal Japan, and Korea.  

Students will explore the confluence of political, 
economic, and social values on history during this era.


