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E-learning-- what has 
changed?
By: Shatha Abdelsalam, staff writer
   The school year is well underway, and we are still e-learning. Most American students have 
been e-learning for months now. E-learning is an experience that is hard for some students, 
but tolerable and easier for others, but, since this all started in March, a lot has changed with 
the way e-learning works-- and that is true for Reavis.
   One of the many things that changed, and probably the biggest, is that we are being graded 
for our e-learning work. Last semester, that wasn’t the case. Before, we would do our work 
and it would either help our grades or stay the same. But now, we are being graded like a 
normal school year, definitely changing the game.
   Another aspect that’s changed has been implementing Zoom and/or GoogleMeets meetings everyday. Last year, most of us didn’t have zoom and 
google meet sessions daily. These sessions are now provided to students to help them with whatever they need, but definitely change the course of a 
day.
   This school year, students now also have the ability to actually come in and see their teachers. Students are able to schedule an in person meeting 
at school, or a personal virtual meeting, and get help one-on-one. One-on-one meetings are considered valuable time because you are able to get the 
direct help you need.
   Another major improvement to this semester is the free breakfast and lunch given to students. Everyday from 12:30 to 2:00 pm, you are able to pick 
up free breakfast and lunch. Available Monday through Friday, which is helpful for many students who rely on those services typically provided in a 
traditional school year.
   Since e-learning from March to now, a lot has changed. Arguably, though, all for the better-- to provide you the best quality education you need. 
E-learning may be very tedious, but it gives you an education during a global pandemic, so, make sure you are attending your classes and keeping up 
your grades.

Senior Year: has it been robbed?
By: Ariana Saucedo, senior editor
   My older brother graduated last year. Class of Covid-19. Meaning I got to watch him 
walk the stage of the driver’s ed parking lot. We didn’t get our last day of school together, 
our last band spring concert together, or even our first and last prom together. I wasn’t too 
upset. My thinking was, “He’s my brother, he’s not going anywhere.” But not only that, 
I was so sure everything would be back to normal by the fall. I continued to tell myself 
things will get better soon. But as I write this, it dawns on me that I’ve been staring at this 
computer for six consecutive hours today. My screen time is gradually increasing as my 
hope for normality decreases. So when I was faced with the question “Do you feel robbed 
of your senior year?” The answer itself seems easy, but actually answering it is tricky. 
   Six months ago, the seniors would’ve definitely said yes, and I would’ve agreed. But 
now? “Were we robbed?” Thinking about it now, it’s really a matter of perspective. 
Who did the robbing? Instinctively, the first choice is to blame the school. This is simply 
because it’s easier to be mad when you have someone to be mad at. With the zoom calls 
the cancelation of sports, anger is the number one senior emotion at the moment. And 
admitting to yourself that the school administration is truly doing the best they can do, and 
none of this is their fault, makes it harder to deal with the loss. Feel what you feel, we can’t 
blame the school.
   You can do what I do, and blame the virus itself. This is excluding other contributing factors that can obviously come into play (social distancing 
laws, controversy on masks, etc.). But you can blame the Covid itself -- as if it’s an actual person you can walk up to, point your finger at, and blame. 
Blame it for robbing homecoming. Blame it for taking our senior breakfast. For stealing senior nights, every little “last time,” and for the possibilities 
of the rest of the school year.
   But at the end of the day, what will the blaming gain us? As much as I hate to say it, admitting we were robbed won’t bring back what we lost. And 
if you want to look at the bright side of things, we probably won’t get a normal senior year, but we, along with the rest of history, will definitely be 
remembered as the historic and resilient Class of Covid-19.
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New President 
Elect: Joe Biden 
By: Isabella Casas, staff writer 
   Yes the 
time has 
come, it is 
2020 and 
another 
presidential 
election has 
come and 
gone. The 
winner of this 
historic and 
monumental 
election was 
announced 
this past Saturday, and, without further ado, let me introduce you to 
President Elect, Joe Biden. 
   Opening up his campaign website I am delightfully greeted with a very 
nice website and in the menu I found a page about Joe’s story leading up 
to his career in politics. There was also a page about Kamala Harris, Joe 
Biden’s Vice President, and her story leading her to Biden’s VP pick. 
   Moving on to the page about Biden’s visions as president, we see 
multiple issues and ideas, and when you click on them you get a detailed 
response about, where the Biden administration stands on each issue, 
what ideas the Biden administration has, and how they plan to tackle 
these issues. For example, in the column a Tale of Two Tax Policies, Joe 
Biden claims he will not raise taxes for anyone making less than 400,000 
a year, but he will ask wealthy Americans and big corporations to pay 
their fair share by raising the corporate tax rate to 28%, imposing a tax 
penalty on corporations, and raise the top individual income rate back to 
39.6%. There are many other columns that you could click on detailing 
what Joe Biden will do about the Coronavirus pandemic, immigration, 
gun violence, and criminal justice reform. 
  I truly believe that you should go educate yourself on the nation’s new 
president-elect, just go to joebiden.com if you’d like to know more about 
Joe Biden. There are many news sites that offer great information about 
his stances as well, including CNN, The Atlantic, BBC, NPR and others. 
It is important as an individual to know where you stand on issues, so 
that way you could become engaged in the political process based on 
your beliefs. I want you to think about social issues and political issues 
and where you stand on them. Read articles, watch the news and extend 
your knowledge because it is very important as an American citizen to 
exercise your rights and engage in the political process.  

Social Distancing: Are we really doing it?
By: Isabell Campos, staff writer 
   “And please remember to stay six feet apart at all times.” 
   We’ve heard it a million times-- ever since floor stickers became the latest trend this year in interior design. So, 
what’s the hot topic? Social distancing. 
   The CDC defines social distancing as “keeping a safe space between yourself and other people who are not 
from your household,” at least six feet apart as the ingrained phrase we should all have stitched on a pillow, 
aggressively reminding us. 
   Don’t forget, though, this sentiment is shoved down our throats for a reason. Social distancing is a critical step 
to slowing the spread of Covid-19, 2020’s biggest regret. 
   So all you have to do is give people a bit of space. Seems simple enough, right? Well, not really. At Stanford 
University in California, a group of researchers found that people from ages 18-31 had a 52.4 percent compliance 
rate with the CDC’s recommendation. Disappointing, but not surprising. Social distancing goes against most 
of human nature. We are social creatures who like to interact with the people and world around us. Also, very 
obviously, IT’S AWKWARD. It reminds me of uncomfortably saying “hi”  to your neighbor from your driveway as you unload the groceries. 
Remember the last time you were talking to someone from six feet away? Notice how you had to speak louder, clearer, and don’t forget that now 
everyone in the vicinity knows what you had for dinner last night. Lost are the intimate and private conversations with anyone besides your family in 
public. 
   As unfortunate as it is, it’s the price to pay in these different and difficult times. Maybe that’s why we still see people going to parties and gathering 
in large groups. They are either dangerously downplaying the risks of Covid or not willing to give up human connection for human good. Maybe 
it’s both. Either way, it is frustrating to see some people refuse to do the right thing. Personally, I only see people properly social distance at official 
organizations or regulated events-- like at marching band or swimming practice, when spectators are watching. And that is great, but it’s not enough. 
In order for social distancing to work, we need to incorporate it into all parts of our lives. 
   So next time you’re at the grocery store, take a step back from the person waiting in front of you in line. It’s the right thing to do. Social distancing 
is a recommendation, yes, but it has become a social obligation to our safety and the safety of others. Be part of the solution to this pandemic, not part 
of the problem.

Wearing Masks: 
Does it Work? 
By: Vivian Wong, staff writer 
   A new trend on Tik Tok and various other social media platforms has 
taken place, with people who are anti-mask posting video “proof” of a 
mask’s failure to protect people from germs. Most of these videos are 
of people putting a mask over a water bottle, or even a hose, comparing 
them to sneezes or coughs. The demonstration is usually followed by, 
“Masks don’t work. Eat that, liberals!” 
   I don’t know about you, but I definitely do not sneeze at the same water 
pressure as a garden hose. Several studies by scientists have shown that 
masks, 
even the 
reusable 
ones you 
can find at 
Walgreens, 
do work in 
shielding 
against 
germs. 
Hackensack 
Meridian 
Health 
reinforces 
this fact by saying masks help by, “Reducing airborne respiratory 
droplets… By everyone doing their part and wearing a mask, it can 
significantly decrease the amount of respiratory droplets in the air which 
can limit the spread of COVID-19, even if you don’t know that you have 
it.” Wearing masks is supposed to be supported by social-distancing, 
another neglected precaution that several medical professionals have 
vouched for. The likelihood of the virus traveling through a person’s 
mask, and then reaching the six feet to get to another person, is very low. 
   Wearing masks is and social distancing is supposed to be a combined 
effort.  Yes, one person wearing a mask still helps to reduce the chance 
of spreading the virus, but if everyone wore their masks, and kept the 
recommended six feet apart, the chances of getting Covid-19 would be 
significantly smaller. Our American culture revolves around prioritizing 
the self, but we need to realize that there is no getting past this pandemic 
unless we all work together. We need to adopt the mindset of China and 
New Zealand. Take one for the team. Stay six feet apart. Wear masks. 
America can get past this, but only if we follow these guidelines. 
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An Article About 
How This Summer 
I Discovered (stole) 
New Music (from my 
friends)
By: Jumaanh 
Abdelkader, page 
editor
   Welcome back 
readers, I’ve missed 
you! Over the last 
few months, like 
many others, I 
haven’t had much 
to do. So what did 
i do with my free 
time? Nothing lol. Its 
quarantine, what was 
I supposed to do-- 
find a vaccine!? Even 
though I may not have used my time as productively as some people, I 
did take this time as an opportunity to expand my music taste. 
   Below are new songs, artists, and albums that have made being stuck 
inside a whole lot better! (Shout out to my friends: sorry I stole some 
music from you and made it my whole personality<3.) 

- Susie Save Your Love- Mitski
- Hey Jupiter - Tori Amos
- All Is Full of Love - Bjork
- Through Glass - Stone Sour
- Immunity - Clairo (album)
- After School- Melanie Martinez (EP)
- Diary 001- Clairo (EP)
- Nobody- Mitski
- Me and My Husband- Mitski
- 1000 gecs- 100 gecs (album)
- Blonde- Frank Ocean (album)
- Runnin’ - UMI (ft. Yeek)
- Love My Way- The Psychedelic Furs
- After Hours - The Weeknd (album)
- No Time To Die - Billie Eilish
- My future - Billie Eilish
- Wanderlust - The Weeknd
- Pretty- The Weeknd
- Literally any song by Fleetwood Mac
- Moral of the Story - Ashe (ft. Niall Horan)
- Literally any song by Harry Styles
- Literally any song by One Direction
- Bend It Like A Bender! - Devin Townsend Project
- Washing Machine Heart - Mitski
- Wishful Drinking - Tessa Violet
- i was all over her - salvia palth 
- Literally anything by The Wallows
- Even Eve - Luna Lake

Mulan: Is There 
Honor in the 
Movie?
By: Vivian Wong, Staff Writer
   The animated movie 
Mulan became famous 
in the early 2000’s for its 
iconic musical numbers 
and more importantly, the 
movie’s slogan, “bring 
honor to us all.” Like other 
Disney princesses such 
as Aurora, Snow White, 
Belle, and Jasmine, Disney 
decided to recreate the 
Mulan movie in live-action. 
At first, there were some 
conflicting opinions on 
the way the movie was 
being made. The directors 
decided to remove all the 
musical numbers from the 
movie, which left several 
Mulan-lovers across the 
country distraught. One of 
the most famous songs in 
all of the Disney movies is 
probably Danny Osmond’s “I’ll Make a Man Out of You,” and a Mulan 
movie without it just sounded outrageous. If that wasn’t bad enough, the 
directors took out one of the most beloved characters from the movie: 
Mushu, Mulan’s guardian dragon. 
   The original movie, although beloved by many, offended some of 
the Chinese. Mushu’s character was a tiny, goofy dragon that tried 
to help Mulan and often went about it the wrong way. The dragon is 
a humongous part of Chinese culture, having a place in their zodiac 
calendar and their Lunar New Year celebration. This comical depiction of 
the dragon in the Mulan movie came off as a mockery of Chinese culture. 
Another reason for the removal of Mushu’s character and the musical 
numbers was to keep the movie more similar to the original Chinese 
poem, “Ode of Mulan.”
   A main theme in the movie was honor. However, some might argue 
that there was no honor in the actual movie. Asians in general don’t get 
a lot of representation in the media. We get two movies with Asian leads 
per year and then Hollywood has decided it’s been diverse enough for 
now. The live-action movie was a big deal because it had an all Asian 
cast! However, behind the screen, everyone was white. The directors, the 
editors, the cameramen, you name it. All. White. If the story was meant 
to be an accurate portrayal of Chinese culture, why not let a Chinese 
person direct it? 
   In addition to the “all” Asian team, there were problems with some 
of the main actors, the biggest being with Mulan herself, Liu Yifei. The 
actress took to Twitter to show her support for the police in Hong Kong 
where students are protesting against extradition to China, and the police 
are reacting the same way they do here in the States, with brutal force.
   Our Chinese heroin supporting police brutality in Hong Kong isn’t 
even the most scandalous part of the movie. China is holding over one 
million Muslims in their concentration camps. Women and children are 
being raped and killed left and right in Xinjiang, China, right where the 
Mulan movie was filmed. Yes, a movie made about the importance of 
family and honor, was filmed where thousands of innocent people are 
being killed for their religion and separated from their families.  
   In summary, a lot of aspects of Mulan enraged people everywhere 
and even inspired a boycott of the movie in support of the Muslims 
being held against their will and against the Hong Kong police. This is 
extremely disappointing to Asian-Americans everywhere, seeing as this 
is our one Asian-lead movie of the year. If this is the representation we 
get, we don’t want it. 
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Zoom: Extracurricular Activities during a Pandemic 
By: Isabella Casas, staff writer 
   When I imagined  how my senior year would look, it absolutely looked 
nothing like this. Last year I went to IHSA State for speech, and it was a very 
big deal to me. All of my hard work that I have put in since freshman year, 
when I joined the speech team, had finally paid off. Just a couple of months 
after that in March was when the Pandemic hit, and we were all forced into 
online learning to finish off the year. During the summer I had hoped that 
things would change and the speech team would be able to compete in in 
person tournaments, but sadly that is not the case, and that brings me to why 
I’m writing this article. 
   Speech will still be going on this year. We will still have tournaments, and 
we will still be competing, but it is all going to be virtual. How is it going 
to work, you ask, well to compete in the tournament you are going to have 
to record yourself performing, Judges will then watch the recording of your 
performance. 
   Now I am very grateful that speech is still going to happen this year, but I 
am a little disappointed that I will not be performing in front of actual people. 
A big part of speech for me was about entertaining people. When I went into a competition room my main goal was to make people laugh. Of course 
I’m sure the judges who are watching  the recording of my performance will laugh, but it’s a different experience not seeing them laugh when I’m 
performing in front of them. 
   Another part of the experience is meeting new people. All kinds of people from different schools come to a speech tournament. Most of us have 
come to compete against each other, but we still make friendships. There are a lot of other people that I know from different schools and I would 
see them all the time at speech tournaments, but now I won’t get to see them. Watching the people who you’re competing against brings a different 
element to speech, but now we don’t get a chance to watch our fellow competitors. 
   All of us collectively are losing motivation due to this pandemic, whether it be motivation to do your school work, go to online classes, and 
motivation to do things other than sit on your bed and eat Hot Cheetos. (I think it’s nice to know that other people are also struggling with the same 
things.) I know that this year a lot of extracurricular activities will be impacted by the pandemic. Things will not be the same as they used to be, but 
as long as you keep your head up and try your best to work around all the new things that are happening things will get better. A lot of us joined these 
activities because they mean a lot to us, and as long as you keep that mentality, you will be successful no matter if you are on Zoom or not. As for me, 
I’m just going to try my best at doing what I’m good at making people laugh, even though I’ll be recording it in my basement. 

Speech Team Virtual Captains Meeting 

Better Together, Safer Apart
This fall there were two fun opportunities for Rams to be social while social distancing: a stu-
dent pumpkin painting contest as well as the virtual turkey trot. 


