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March: Women’s 
History Month
By: Shatha Abdelsalam, staff writer
   Women’s History Month had its origins as a national celebration in 1981 when Congress passed 
Pub. L. 97-28 which authorized and requested the President to proclaim the week beginning March 7, 
1982, as “Women’s History Week.” Throughout the next five years, Congress continued to pass joint 
resolutions designating a week in March as “Women’s History Week.” In 1987 after being petitioned 
by the National Women’s History Project, Congress passed Pub. L. 100-9 which designated the month of March 1987 as “Women’s History Month.” 
March officially became Women’s History Month in 1987 when President Ronald Reagan wrote the first public proclamation declaring: “Women’s 
History Month is a time for us to recognize 
and salute women’s contributions to the 
American family and to society. Women 
have been making these contributions 
since this continent was explored and 
settled and America won its independence. 
Women continue to strengthen the family 
and enrich our lives with intellectual 
gifts, creative talents, and an indomitable 
spirit—in business, government, volunteer 
activities, religious life, education, health, 
the military, sports, the arts, and many 
other areas” (www.tolerance.org).These 
proclamations celebrate the contributions 
women have made to the United States 
and recognize the specific achievements 
women have made over the course of 
American history in a variety of fields 
(womenshistorymonth.gov). 
   As students, we feel it is important to celebrate this month, seeing as some of our strong Reavis leaders are women. Dr. McCurdy says, “Of all my 
25 years in Reavis, the most change I’ve seen [has been] for women. We aren’t putting their ideas 
aside, but we are giving them voices to speak.” Education, overall, has changed in a way where 
women’s voices are heard. Reavis, particularly, is built on perseverance, but it also embodies 
family; one that allows its members of all types to speak and be heard. 
   For teachers, women’s history month is an excellent opportunity to highlight the contributions 
of American women, those “hidden figures” who might otherwise be overlooked in the traditional 
curriculum. Also, to celebrate women’s achievements and address gender stereotypes.
   This past March, a group of students who organize activities came together and spent time 
setting up and making posters highlighting quotes said by inspiring women, posters and slides 
highlighting women who have made a change. The Humanities Division also put up a display of 
notable female authors.
   “Women’s History Month is a time for us to recognize and salute women’s contributions to the 
American family and to society. Too often, history books, literary canons, and political arenas are 
overrun with the accomplishments of men while women’s contributions are sidelined as footnotes 
and sidebars” (www.tolerance.org). 
   Throughout this article, it’s been explained that women are important, but, that doesn’t mean 
men aren’t important. Fun Fact: National Men’s month is celebrated in the month of November. 
Males, we aren’t leaving you out, you get your own month too. We are all equals, both genders 
and non-binaries. We all have or had a contribution we could make or made in this world. But, 
it wouldn’t hurt to thank women for the amazing things they have done to help shape the future. 
Thank them for the contributions and the efforts they have made, and always remember you can 
make a change, too.

  

AdministrAtor dr. mccurdy
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Reavis High: New and 
Improved
By: Alyssa Mestas, staff writer 
   Reavis has recently released the news about the potential additions to 
the high school campus. The extensions include new bathroom facilities, 
remodeled Tech/Pool wing, an A.E.R.O building, and a fieldhouse. 
Reavis will be asking 
for a 45 million dollar 
bond to help pay for 
the advancements. 
Each household will 
be required to pay $5 
a month/$63 a year for 
every $100,000 their 
property is valued at. 
The tax bill will only 
last for a 20-year-loan. 
The facilities will 
be offered to the Burbank and Stickney community members during 
approved dates and times, completely free of charge. 
   Currently, gym space for indoor sports is relatively limited and 
some teams are forced to split practice times. With the new fieldhouse 
installment; badminton, volleyball, and basketball would get new courts, 
an indoor track, a dance room for our Ramettes, a new fitness/weight 
room, and a medical training room. This would give each individual 
activity an opportunity for expanded practice space.
   As previously mentioned, Reavis is also calling to build a new A.E.R.O 
building. Where Queen of Peace once lied, is now demolished and 
ready to be remodeled with approved votes from the community. The 
building will be used as a school entirely devoted to the special needs 
program made up of Argo, Evergreen Park, Reavis, and Oak Lawn High 
School. While the school was hopeful and eager for these advancements, 
the choice ultimately lied in the hands of the public, who passed the 
referendum last month. 

Prom Alternatives
By: Jumaanh Abdelkader, 
page editor
   With prom coming up 
faster than the corona 
virus is spreading, most 
people are realizing that 
prom just isn’t going to 
be happening for them—
even though Reavis is 
working on rescheduling 
the event. Whether it be because you don’t have a date or simply because 
dances aren’t your thing, I have curated a list of things you can do instead 
of going to prom once the social distancing order are lifted. 
   The first thing that came to mind was going downtown with your 
friends. A night in the city could always be more interesting and fun 
when you have friends around. It could also be more enjoyable than 
dancing around sweaty teenagers for some.
   This next one is for everyone that is still a kid at heart. Have a movie 
marathon! From personal experience, you can watch over 10 movies in 
one night and you may have no problem watching even more. Staying 
at home with friends watching your favorites can be more relaxing than 
going to prom since you can have all the food you want, stay in comfy 
PJs, and not have to worry about blisters from your dance shoes—
although, after being quarantined for as long as we have been, this option 
might not sounds as appealing as it did a few months ago.
   If movies aren’t your thing either and you want to do something 
more fun and active, go to Sky Zone and play around on the indoor 
trampolines and rock wall. Going on a regular day is already fun, so 
going there with a large group of friends instead of prom should be even 
more fun than usual. 
   This last idea is probably the most relaxing one yet: have a spa day! 
Think about it, getting your face all cleaned up, massages, and a nap in 
the steam room! Do I even need to say more? Sounds like heaven.
   To everyone not going to prom for whatever reason, hopefully this 
list helped you with some ideas of what to do with your friends once 
lockdown is over. And to everyone going to the hopefully rescheduled 
prom: have the best night of your life… thanks Corona.

The “Ideal” Prom Look 
By: Matthew Worsech, staff writer  
   Around 
this time of 
year there’s 
normally 
(pre-
pandemic 
normally) 
not much 
going on 
in seniors’ 
heads 
except for 
one thing, 
prom. Us 
guys have it 
easy when 
it comes 
to looking 
good for prom. Suit or tux? Tie or bowtie? What color should said suit 
or tux be? For guys this is about the extent of prom fashion, but for girls 
it’s another story. They have to decide what to do with their hair, makeup, 
nails, or the color of their dress, or the fit and style of it. But, one thing 
that has become more prevalent throughout the years for guys and girls 
alike is dieting to fit into that dress or suit. Although diets are commonly 
viewed as healthy and sometimes necessary, it becomes dangerous when 
the dieter expects to lose weight quickly. 
   Why do we feel pressure to look this way? The answer is relatively 
simple, social media. Platforms like Instagram and TikTok overwhelm 
young users to look a certain way. This then causes the user to partake 
in punishing workouts and equally brutal diets. These digitally driven 
obsessions can lead to serious consequences. Dana Suchow, an expert 
on eating disorders, states that “Yo-yo dieting and weight cycling put a 
lot of stress on a person’s body.” Most of the time teens tend to starve 
themselves to achieve that ideal body image. But temporarily starving 
the body through any means is incredibly dangerous, as it creates an even 
greater urge to overeat in the face of hunger. Besides totally abandoning 
the goal of weight loss, over eating can have just as many harms as 
undereating. 
   So what do we as a society do to fix this problem? Well, we have to 
learn to love and accept our bodies for what they are. This is easier said 
than done, but it’s the truth. Deciding to go on a diet and workout a 
couple of months before prom is not the solution. Doing that will only 
add on to the stress of having to look a certain way. If you really want to 
look good in your suit or dress start eating a healthy diet and working out 
regularly way before you even shop for your apparel. At the very least, 
find the confidence you need to rock that slim suit or that mermaid dress. 
As long as you believe that you look amazing on that special day, that’s 
all that matters. Have fun at prom and enjoy the night. Stop worrying 
about how you look to others, because they probably feel the exact same 
way.          
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Seven 
Documentaries to 
Watch While Social 
Distancing 
By: Roxana Morales German, staff writer 
   Documentaries provide a great opportunity to understand 
and connect with the world. They provide a sense of 
being well informed around the issues that grapple our 
society. The list that ensues are some of my top favorite 
documentaries that opened my eyes to the world around me. 

1. The Trials of Gabriel Fernandez
   A story of how DCFS and society failed an 8-year-old boy 
in Palmdale, California. Gabriel Fernandez was pronounced 
dead on May 24, 2013 at the hands of Pearl Fernandez and 
Isauro Aguirre, his mother and stepfather. The documentary 
follows the trial and documents the horrific abuse Gabriel 
suffered through his last few months of life. The Trails of 
Gabriel Fernandez is a six-part documentary series available 
on Netflix. 

2. Just, Melvin: Just Evil 
   This documentary focuses around Melvin Just and his reign of sexual abuse over three generations. James 
Ronald Whitney documents his grandfather and the consequences of generational abuse throughout his 
aunts and his own mother. Melvin Just is also accused of domestic violence and killing a social worker. The 
documentary is available for streaming on YouTube and HBO. 

3. Bulgaria’s Abandoned 
Children

  BBC documents how the Bulgarian 
government forgets children and the 
lack of care behind individuals with 
disabilities. Children who once sought 
help for being deaf or blind, walked 
out with severe nourishment issues 
and spinal problems. Bulgaria has 
since closed down their institutions of 
horror, but the suffering of children 
remains etched into the wall. Bulgaria’s 
Abandoned Children is available for 
streaming on YouTube and BBC. 

4. Killer Inside: The Mind of 
Aaron Hernandez

   A dive into Aaron Hernandez’s life 
and how he went from NFL star to 

convicted killer. The docuseries gives an overview into his childhood, his time playing for the Florida Gators, 
and his marriage to Shayanna Jenkins. The director also leads into what might have motivated Hernandez to 
commit such heinous crimes. The documentary is available on Netflix. 

5. FYRE: The Greatest Party That Never 
Happened 

   A social media phenomenon that turned into a hoax. A 
look into the making and unraveling of a music festival. 
FYRE festival promised its goers unlimited fun and 
endless booze, but what they encountered was an island 
of nothing but sand. The documentary was nominated for 
a Primetime Emmy Award and is available for streaming 
on Netflix, HBO, and STARZ. 

6. Abducted in Plain Sight
      In 1974, Robert Berchtold kidnapped Jan Broberg 
Felt from her family home. Robert Berchtold is your 
typical neighborhood friendly guy with a desire for 
younger kids. The hour long documentary tells of 
Berchtold’s hold of the Broberg family and how he 
managed to steal all of their hearts. The documentary is 
available for streaming on Netflix and HBO. 

7. Don’t F**** With Cats: Hunting an Internet 
Killer 

   The documentary depicts how a group of internet 
sleuths hunt down internet killer Luke Magnotta. While 
the documentary highlights the making of a killer, it 
also focuses on the instability of internet safety. The 
documentary is available only on Netflix. 

Top Selling 
Female Artist 
of the Last 30 
Years
By: Alexis Vitek, staff writer
   

During the month of March we’re 
focusing a lot of the successes 
of women due to it being 
International Women’s Month. 
And with women now thriving in 
all industries, we want to highlight 
some of that. 
    Music has always meant so 
much to me, and especially now 
with looking at how far women 
have come in this industry 
throughout the years. As of 2019, 
we have Mariah Carey being the 
top selling female artist of all time, 
being the fourth top selling artist 
in the world behind three men, but 
closely followed by Madonna at 
fifth, and Barbra Streisand at sixth. 
With women starting to rise higher 
in the industry, take a look at the 
top selling female artists of the last 
thirty years:
2019 - Ariana Grande
2018 - Taylor Swift 
2017 - Ariana Grande 
2016 - Adele
2015 - Taylor Swift 
2014 - Katy Perry 
2013 - Taylor Swift
2012 - Adele
2011 - Adele 
2010 - Lady Gaga
2009 - Taylor Swift 
2008 - Adele
2007 - Fergie
2006 - Rhianna
2005 - Mariah Carey
2004 - Alicia Keys
2003 - Beyoncé
2002 - Ashanti
2001 - Destiny’s Child 
2000 - Christina Aguilera
1999 - Britney Spears
1998 - Shania Twain
1997 - LeAnn Rimes
1996 - Alanis Morsette
1995 - TLC
1994 - Mariah Carey
1993 - Whitney Houston
1992 - Mariah Carey
1991 - Mariah Carey
1990 - TLC
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Mansplaining: Let’s Stop Doing It 
By: Isabella Casas, staff writer 
   Women have come a long way from fighting for basic human rights to now. There 
are still things that we are still fighting for because there are still things that need 
to change today with gender equality. When it comes to women’s oppression, the 
thing that aggravates many women is Mansplaining. According to the Marriam-
Webster dictionary Mansplaining is “when a man explains something to a woman 
in a condescending way that assumes she has no knowledge about the topic.” Most 
women have experienced some kind of mansplaining and it impacts our lives in big 
ways, so let’s go more into depth with the negative effects of mansplaining and see 
what we could do to leave it in the past. 
   W h e n  m e n  e x p l a i n something to women in a condescending way 
it demeans them and makes them feel lesser. For example, in a workplace 
environment, mansplaining can make female employees feel underappreciated 
and that their opinions are not valued. Even women who have gained higher levels 
of expertise than men are still treated as if they don’t know anything. This not 
only affects women, but this affects everybody in a work setting. It leads to less 
productivity and great ideas, men have to learn how not to demean women, so that they can all work together for the betterment of everything as 
a whole. Outside of the workplace, men shouldn’t be shooting down women because they think they are uneducated on certain topics, this doesn’t 
create a good environment for anybody, just because someone doesn’t know something doesn’t mean that you could treat them as less because of it. 
   Not only does mansplaining undervalue women, it also feeds into the age-old stereotype that men are better than women. From a young age many  
women are taught to be docile around men because men know everything, and must not challenge a man on what he knows because you’re a woman, 
and he’s likely smarter than you. I know this sounds like something out of the 1920s, but it is somewhat true even today. Even while I was growing 
up, I was taught that you should not question a man’s authority. Mansplaining is just another piece in the idea that men are on the top of the food 
chain and what they say goes. 
   So what can we do to fix this issue? One thing we could do in work places is provide training programs to help educate men on mansplaining and 
what they can do to prevent it. Outside of that all men really have to do is listen more than they talk, before they blatantly come into a conversation 
and just state their opinion. With mistakes, yes of course men could correct a woman’s mistake, but they shouldn’t make them feel lesser and they 
shouldn’t make them feel like they’re uneducated. Don’t assume just because you are a man that you know better than a woman; that is simply all 
that it is. 
   Now you could take what you have learned from this article and be less of a jerk to people that you have conversations with. You should thank me, 
I’m making the world a better place, but on a more serious note, 2020 should be the time where we build women up, and not tear them down, so let’s 
leave mansplaining where it belongs, in the past. 

Nameless Women in Science
By: Sigifredo Mario Perez, page editor
   The word “Mother” has a lot of power. Women are able to bring something to creation, to introduce something into the universe. The main problem 
with today’s culture is that women can invent or create something entirely new, or contribute to the discovery of something amazing and still be 
ignored in those fields.   
   An example is the genre of science fiction. It’s hard to imagine a time before Sci-Fi stories were on the scene, but everything must start somewhere, 
right? In 1818, Mary Shelley wrote Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus and science fiction was born! Unfortunately, flash forward a few 
centuries and science fiction was a male-dominated genre. Even in more recent years, women in science fiction were considered “forced” or 
“unrealistic”, think Star Wars: The Force Awakens or Captain Marvel. Any inclusion of women as more than plain love interests is too hard to 
believe in a genre with sentient robots, aliens who speak fluent English, and starships that can go faster than the speed of light. Despite a woman 
being the sole reason we have science fiction, women have no place in it. Something that inspired countless people to pursue science, which led to 
massive innovation was all due to one young teenage feminist and her iconic story.
   “But that’s science fiction,” I hear some people saying. “If it was something important, they’d be credited.” Allow me to introduce you to Rosalind 
Franklin. If her name is familiar, good, she deserves to be known. For a long time though, she was the unsung hero of biology. She and Maurice 
Wilkins were supposed to work together to find the structure of DNA, but due to personality differences, they did not collaborate. Only when Wilkins 
showed Franklin’s raw data and her “Photo 51” to two associates, Francis Crick and James Watson, were the two able to form a model of human 
DNA. They never gave her credit until after her death, when she would be recognized for the massive contributor she was. 
   “Okay, but that was decades ago,” some still protest. “That would never happen in today’s society!” What about Dr. Katie Bouman, who led a team 
of scientists and mathematicians and was the driving force for the first ever photo of a literal black hole? She insists that the entire team deserves 
equal credit, but she was the head of the group, the North Star for this whole operation. She was the main reason we have a photo of a black hole, 
but her name was forgotten by the masses just months after the black hole memes died down. I know I forgot her name, and that’s my fault. We 
remember the Einsteins and the Hawkings. We have Edisons and even Newton, but nobody remembers women in STEM. 
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Overcoming the Stigmas Surrounding Feminism
By: Nellie Ghosheh, senior editor
   What does it mean to be a feminist? Well, to some people it means equal pay, while to others it means 
demanding the same amount of respect from your peers as a man would get. Perhaps it’s both. However, 
there are an innumerable amount of reasons why people are feminists, which may cause confusion or 
controversy on why people are not feminists. In an ideal world, people should want men and women to 
have equal rights, so why is that not always the case?
   Ever heard of the term “feminazi?” The term itself conjures up negative connotations because I mean, 
well, the word Nazi is present. No one wants to be called a Nazi. One may say the word equals the 
perception of a misogynist. Both are extreme in their views. While one of the words has a strong belief 
for equal rights for women (maybe even to the point where they end up hating men), the other word is a 
strong hatred for women. In any case, being called either of these words is an insult. You don’t have to be a 
Nazi feminist; in fact, I prefer you not to be one. As we see in our society, no good comes from being that 
radical. I believe feminazi came to fruition to halt the women’s right movement. Some utilize this word to 
deter women from believing that they can not fight for equality without being seen as radical. Do not let 
this word deter you from fighting for something you believe in. 
   Some people will try to implore science to prove that men and women are not equal. Yes, biologically 
men have larger physical frames than women. Feminism is not trying to discredit that. We understand that 
we can never be scientifically equal (I mean unless steroids are involved... but that is a topic for another 
day). We just want to be treated as equals. We do not want to hear that we are inferior in the workplace or 
do not hold the same power in authoritative positions. I know it may sound surprising, but you can actually 
believe in science and be a feminist. There does not have to be an “either-or” type of situation; do not let 
society tell you otherwise. 
   Another reason why people will not call themselves feminists is that they do not believe in equal 
outcome of gender. Meaning, they do not believe that workplaces, such as let’s say a law firm, should 
hire exactly 50% women and 50% men. Feminists do not believe this. We do not want all workplaces to 
follow this type of quota. What we do want is equal opportunity. We do not want to be passed off for a job 
because we are a woman and we don’t want a job just because we are a woman. We want to be chosen because we deserve it; our performance was 
superior and well-deserving from the rest of the candidates. 
   Honestly, I think all the reasons I listed above for why people fear being called a feminist are kind of frusturating. All of these link to societal 
standards that falsely attribute negative characteristics to feminism as a way to halt the movement. Do not be afraid of the word feminist; embrace it. 
I mean, equality is supposed to be one of America’s core values, therefore all Americans should be feminists. In fact, it is quite concerning if you are 
not one.

   (Nameless Women in Science 
Continued)I am not writing this 
article to shame society, but to 
bring attention to the fact that we 
don’t bring attention to women 
who clearly deserve it. 
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2020 Census: What 
You Need to Know
By: Abla Abdelkader, staff writer
   The 2020 census here. However, many people 
will be boycotting it just as they did the last one, 
ten years ago. But why are people boycotting 
the census in the first place? What impact 
does boycotting the census have on vulnerable 
groups of marginalized people and struggling 
communities? It’s important to acknowledge 
these underlying issues, and share some good 
news that may lead to more people participating 
in the 2020 census.
   Many people know the census as an official 
count of the population, and while this is true, 
it’s only a small fraction of a bigger operation. 
According to retired director of Teaching 
Tolerance, Maureen Costello, the census 
contributes to the determination of how money 
and power is distributed throughout the country. 
This regulates things like the number of seats 
each state gets in the House of Representatives, 
and distribution of money in order to create jobs. 
This is essential to generate properly functioning 
cities that have the appropriate resources needed 
in order for citizens to live in proper conditions.
   So, if this is an essential factor to providing 
quality care in American communities, why are 
people refusing to partake in it? Unfortunately, 
fears of deportation amongst undocumented 
immigrants are at an all-time high. The census 
asks about citizenship status; lying on the survey 
can lead to consequences, and revealing an illegal 
status can lead to deportation. This particular 
group of undocumented immigrants has no 
choice but to avoid the census at all costs. People 
of other minority groups also have distrust in the 
government. Some members of the LGBTQ+ 
community and people of color fear they would 
fall victims to discrimination due to their sexual 
orientation and ethnicity. These risks lead to the 
boycott of the census, consequently leading to 
these groups being underreported, and losing 
valuable resources. 
   There are significant changes made by 
officials to protect the rights of these vulnerable 
individuals when it comes to filling out the 
census. The aforementioned Maureen Costello 
explains that participants can ensure the census 
is safe with new laws and decisions set in place. 
First, information is confidential and information 
filled out by participants may not be shared for 
any reasons with ICE or any other organizations. 
Your personal information is secured under 
oath for 72 years. Any exploitation of this 
information will result in a five-year prison 
sentence and $250,000 fine. Second, there will 
be no citizenship question on the census, so 
undocumented immigrants will not have to risk 
deportation for filling out the survey. These 
progressive changes are a giant step in the 
right direction of accepting underrepresented 
minorities within our country. It’s important to 
take advantage of the new revisions and fill out 
the 2020 census to better your communities and 
receive proper care from government funding.

A tradition broken! 
By: Marcus Hernandez, staff 
writer 
   The annual St. Patrick’s 
Chicago tradition of dyeing the 
Chicago River green, watching 
the fancy floats passing on by, 
and all the half-off beer specials 
were canceled last month. On 
Wednesday, March 11th, two 
days before the spectacular 
event, it was canceled due to 
the fear of the spread of the 
Coronavirus. What more will 
this virus take from us?
   This specular tradition started 
in 1962. The mayor, Richard J. 
Daley wanted to celebrate people of Irish descent and their culture and asked the Journeymen 
Plumbers Local Union 130 to spill 100 pounds of vegetable dye into the Chicago River. At first, 
the speculators assumed it had failed, the dye turned the river an orange-yellow color. Boats 

started passing by and mixed the 
dye; the river became its iconic 
vivid green waters. Ever since, the 
Chicago tradition has lived on-- 
until this year.
   As some of you know the usual 
parade goes as follows; 9:00 am 
the infamous boats of the Chicago 
Journeymen Plumbers Local 
Union 130 sets off and spills 50 
pounds of their heavily guarded 
dye recipe into the River and drive 
around mixing the dye making it’s 
splendid green color. Then at noon 
the amazing floats parade down the 
streets of Chicago. The next day 

they hold the South Side Irish parade, which is just as spectacular.
   It’s unfortunate that this virus has taken up all of our lives. Everywhere you go you hear all 
about it. Stores being raided and hand sanitizer becoming way overpriced. Schools all over the 
country have even been shut down-- some until next year. Are we all just overreacting or is it as 
serious as people say?

Super Tuesday Election Results and 
Outcomes
By: Haneen Abdelkader, Staff 
writer
   As the November election 
creeps closer to us, states 
are still voting in primary 
elections for the candidate 
who will be nominated to go 
against Donald Trump. 
   On March 3rd, 14 states 
voted in the Democratic 
primaries. The results shocked 
many as Candidate Joe Biden, 
former vice president, won 10 
of the fourteen states, leaving 
the more progressive Bernie 
Sanders with the remaining 
four. 
   Since the beginning of the 
race, multiple candidates 
dropped out because of a lack 
of support and funding. The 
most recent candidates to bow 
out were Micheal Bloomberg, 
Elizabeth Warren, Pete 
Buttigieg, Amy Klobuchar, 
and Tom Steyer. 
   Many former candidates are now endorsing Joe Biden, which makes him a clear front-runner.
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Badminton is Just as Competitive as 
Any Sport
By: Nellie Ghosheh, senior editor
   I have been on the badminton team since freshman year. 
During this time, I have been exposed to a plethora of 
misconceptions as well as stigmas regarding the sport. 
Many people imagine “backyard badminton” instead of 
what we play, which is “competitive badminton.” We 
do not just aimlessly hit the birdie; just like with any 
sport, there are strategies involved. Along with being a 
tactical player, the sport requires a high degree of physical 
activity. Again this should come to no surprise, but people 
are still quick to undermine the sport.
   In neighboring high schools, there are only female 
badminton teams. This can act as another reason for why 
badminton is not taken as seriously. It is no secret that 
some members of society hold prejudices against women. 
Whenever people pass by the gym we practice in, I hear 
snickers, and I cannot help but think it has something to do with the gender imbalance within the sport.
   Whenever we host home games, I notice the turnout is extremely small. Our home games are free of charge. You basically get to see an 
entertaining, suspenseful game for free! Despite this, the bleachers remain bare and the outside support minimal. I may sound biased when I say 

this, but I truly believe watching a game of badminton is equally enjoyable as watching a 
game of volleyball or soccer. Imagine the whole main gym filled with many courts, some 
people playing doubles while others are playing singles. Because there are so many games 
occurring at once, you can literally pick and choose which game to watch! 

   If there was a hierarchy of which sport was well-respected and deserving of funding at 
Reavis, badminton would be at the bottom. Both levels of the Badminton team are pushed 
to play on one side of the main gym while the volleyball team plays on the other side of 
the gym. The lack of space given to the badminton team affects the efficiency of the girls 
perfecting their skills as many have to sit out or alternate to even play a game. Stretching 
and conditioning is worse. Due to the lack of space, many of the girls run into each other, 
acting as a huge safety hazard. Now I am sure the same thing probably happens on the 
other side with the boys’ volleyball team. While it is true they can move to the North Gym, 

there is a possibility that they can affect the softball players’ practices as well since the softball team practices in the North gym during bad weather. 
So, the real solution is not as clear as it may appear.
   To those who still do not believe Badminton is a competitive sport, I encourage you to come to a game or even one of our practices. Don’t knock it, 
until you try it. 

Track and Field
By: Anna Zagata, staff writer
   Track and field is a sport where anyone can fit in. If you’re not good at running 
distance, you can try running sprints. If you are not good at sprinting, distance may 
be more right for you. If either are not your forte, jumping or shot put may be the 
right events for you. There are a variety of events that you can try and excel at, which 
makes the sport so versatile. 
   Track is an inviting sport that gives people the opportunity to do something that 
is fun for them. Practices are an opportunity where you can have fun and run with 
your friends. Everyone stretches together before and after practice and always breaks 
together at the end. All of the girls and boys within the sport are close friends and 
everyone includes each other. The upperclassmen lead the new athletes on the team 
and demonstrate how to feel good before and after a race. They give great advice and always help freshmen in need. One freshman on the track team 
said, “The seniors are always so nice to me and my friends.” 

   Track is a sport that teaches you how to be a team even 
though it might seem like an individual’s sport. It shows that 
everyone matters and each person plays a role within the whole 
team. People count on you and you count on other people to try 
and do their best. The coaches makes sure everyone tries their 
best while never overworking an athlete. The coaches check 
with their athletes and help them if they are hurt or struggling 
with anything.
   Although track and field may not be a sport for everyone, 
anyone can try and succeed. It’s a sport where people can 
improve their running, jumping, or throwing and have fun at 
the same time. 
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HUMANS OF REAVIS: 
Isabella Casas, Junior 
By: Roxana Morales German, staff writer

What’s the hardest obstacle you have overcome this year? 
   I think the hardest obstacle I had to go through was learning how to deal with my 
mental health and learning how to be more productive. I’ve been much happier in recent 
months and I’m better at turning in my assignments.  
What does “Feminism” mean to you?
   Feminism means fighting for the equality of all people. I don’t think it should just be 
about one gender. I think all people deserve rights no matter who they are or where they 
come from. We should also talk about women’s experiences, knowledge, and power. 
What’s one thing that keeps you motivated?
   The biggest thing that motivates me is my little brother, Junior. He is on the autism 
spectrum and many people think he can’t do a lot, but he’s a really smart kid. I want to 
live every day and show him that he is not an outcast and he could do whatever he wants 
in life if he just believes in himself 
How does junior year impact your high school career?
   Junior year has been a struggle, with all the homework and prep for the SAT. It has 
been a lot for me, but I’m working through it one day at a time. Besides the struggles, I 
have made some huge accomplishments, like making it to state for speech. 
What colleges have you been looking into?
   I have been looking into SIU, UIC, and Moraine Valley. I’m looking to major in 
Psychology or Literature. 
Give me three words to describe 2020. 
   Hectic, Unpredictable, Quarantine 

Caroline Cragg, 
senior
By: Alyssa Mestas, staff writer 
How has the gender inequality stigma affected your 
personal life as a high school female student? 
I noticed discrepancies the most during my time as an 
athlete. There has always been an unequal relationship 
between men’s and women’s sports, but the disadvantage 
was glaring to me when I was actually on the receiving 
end of it. I’m glad to see both administration and coaches 
working to close the gap this year.
Based on what you have perceived, do you think 
students at Reavis are involved with current issues 
regarding feminism? 
Most people are hesitant or outright against the idea of 
feminism, so I haven’t noticed issues regarding feminism 
as a huge thing at Reavis. However, many students do 
notice the differences between boys and girls, particularly 
in athletics, so the issues are often acknowledged, if not 
prioritized or solved. 
Can you clearly define the word feminism? 
Feminism is the radical advocacy for women to achieve 
equality with men. 

Lindsay Slade, Special Education 
Teacher 
By: Max Kasick, Staff Writer
March 8th was International Women’s day. Do you think it’s important to celebrate it? 
I think it’s important to celebrate women every day. Not just one single day. I think limiting an important 
ideal to one single day kind of defeats the whole ideal.
Why is it important for women to have empowerment?
I feel like everyone deserves to feel important about themselves and make a large difference in the world 
with anything. Science, math, art, women have made plenty of important advances in these fields, and 
anyone can do the same.
What would you say to women who feel like they won’t achieve anything because of their gender?
I would say, with that mindset, it will be impossible to achieve anything. It’s about you and your own 
abilities! Do what everyone else says is impossible. Don’t let anyone bring you down, especially because of who you are.


