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Look at the Bright Side: 
Good things since COVID-19 
By: Haneen Abdelkader, Staff writer
   Coronavirus has been a lot to deal with.  We have to 
quarantine and social distance and it certainly sucks, but 
most people know it’s for the best. It is easy to dwell on 
the hard times, but during this time, despite the horrific 
outbreak, amazing things have been happening!
   Pollution in the world is at an all-time low! In India, the 
Himalayan Mountains’ peak is visible from miles away. 
This wasn’t possible before because of the air pollution and 
smoggy-ness. Even in Los Angeles, where the city skyline 
is typically covered by smog, now has some of the cleanest 
air of any major city in the world according to CNN. And, 
believe it or not, but the ozone layer has even healed and is 
in the best condition it’s been in quite some time. 
   Venice, Italy has had a chance to clean up environmentally 
since its lockdown orders took place. With rivers and canals 
looking more clear than ever, and they are even seeing a 
return of wildlife. 
   Virginia has become the first state in the United States 
South to require clean energy usage only, so hopefully other 
states begin to follow as we see the world turning greener everyday mankind pumps fewer emissions into the air. 
   It isn’t just the air environmentalists are working on saving. Over the past few years we have all seen posts about needing to save the Great Barrier 

Reef. Well, scientists think they may have found a 
way to reproduce the coral necessary to save it. 
   For the first time since the 1980 ban on whaling, 
there are whales being spotted swimming in 
Antarctica-- dozens as of this April. And although 
the whales’ return may not be credited to the 
quarantine measures, COVID- 19 is helping 
animals near extinction such as the Pangolins. 
These peculiar creatures are the most trafficked 
animals in the world. They are killed for their 
meat and their unique scales, which are rumored 
to have mystical medicinal elements. Because 
many wild animals were rumored to carry the 
coronavirus, China, the biggest wildlife trafficker 
of these animals, has banned trading and eating 
of pangolins and other wild animals. This will 
allow for these animals to have a fighting chance 
against possible extinction.
   Aside from positive changes for the 
environment, communities have also seen an 
influx in good samaritans, coming together to 
celebrate birthdays via car parades, making masks 
for essential workers while the market has run 
out of personal protective equipment, and striving 
to support local businesses with carryout and 
curbside pickup dinner orders. The world may 
seem dark and uncertain right now, but we should 
all take some time to focus on the good things 
this new way of life has gifted us. And, please, 
remember to stay home and be safe.

The peak of the Himalayan mountains in India.

Community car parades are the new normal when it comes to birthday celebrations and 
other special occasions. 



Page 2          May 2020

An Ode to Teachers

By: Caroline Cragg, senior editor
   Teachers have been a constant and influential presence in my life for 
as long as I can remember (quite literally - my parents are both teachers) 
and, even with familial connection set aside, teachers have undoubtedly 
helped shape the person I have become. My appreciation for educators 
has been ingrained in me, but it seems the current crisis has generated 
gratitude not always apparent under normal circumstances. Although 
medical personnel have rightfully proven their admirability and have 
received the bulk of worldwide attention for their efforts, teachers have 
managed to find themselves in the spotlight as millions of parents at 
home struggle to keep up with their children’s education.
   I’m seeing firsthand what life as a teacher looks like during quarantine 
- the excitement when students participate and the frustration when they 
don’t (or after Zoom meetings with other teachers and/or administration). 
When I watch my mother in particular, as she video chats thirty 
preschoolers about how sunflowers grow and sings songs when they get 
rowdy and genuinely enjoys staying connected with her students, the 
power of teachers has never been more observable. These 15- minute 
lessons are clearly the best part of some of these kids’ days. 
   While this thank-you letter is directed at Reavis teachers, I cannot 
neglect my former educators; I owe a lot to them, beginning in first 
grade when my teacher told me I would be the first female President 
of the United States. That comment has stuck with me all these years 
later, tucked away for when I consider political aspirations or need a 
self-esteem boost. My early educators did more than just teach - they 
encouraged and responded and simply tried. Even at that young of an 
age, children can tell if you hate your job or not, and that distinction truly 
makes all the difference in a classroom’s success. My teachers wanted to 
be there, so I did too.
   As I’ve gone through high school, I’ve realized there are many different 
kinds of teachers. Some give too much homework, some play favorites, 
and some don’t seem like they should be a teacher at all. But then there 
are also the teachers who advocate for their students or offer an ear or 
maybe just take the extra time to help with homework. And, of course, 
there are the teachers that are a mix of some or all of these things and 
plenty more. Teachers aren’t perfect. What kind of role models would 
they be if they were?
   I’ve had many excellent teachers while at Reavis - far too many to 
name. However, I would like to personally thank Mr. Zawada for always 
having my back these past four years and Ms. Klein for her dedication 
to both her students and The Blueprint. My high school career would not 
have been the same without them.
   And to all the teachers, everywhere, that want to be there and help kids 
grow and shape the minds of tomorrow to make the world a better place - 
thank you. You’ll never know the full extent of your impact. 
   

Slacking on 
E-learning
By: Shatha Abdelsalam, staff writer
   Ever since 
quarantine, 
I’m sure 
everyone’s 
tired of 
e-learning. 
Waking up 
before 11 
am, signing 
in, doing all 
the work, 
submitting it. 
Many of you 
might sign in 
and go back 
to sleep.Who 
wants to wake 
up early in the morning and prepare for a google meet? Who wants to 
spend most of their day learning? E-learning must feel tedious to some 
of you, and that’s okay to feel. It might feel like a waste of time, or that 
there is no point to it. The lack of incentive for e-learning is high. 
   Most students seem to be spending their quarantine time watching 
Netflix or Hulu. They don’t want to do their work because they feel it 
doesn’t help. I, firsthand, have felt that way. E-learning takes away the 
fun in our days. It makes us feel caged in. 
   Some of us have personal issues and don’t have time to sit around and 
do our work. It makes us feel like it has taken over our lives. Merely 
stressing out about e-learning is the reason not a lot of people do it. 
   When we are in school, we are dressed, awake, and with friends. When 
we are home doing e-learning we are bored, tired, and lonely. Most feel 
depressed without their friends. Some of us don’t want to do the work 
because it’s hard and you have nobody to teach it to you. Home is a place 
people don’t have to worry about school. Bringing school to students’ 
houses is one of the reasons e-learning is ineffective. It is home, it is a 
place where people can relax and not stress. 
   E-learning is a bore, but it is something everyone should try to do. 
Trying is all we can do right now.

Quarantine Blues: A Playlist 
for too much downtime
By: Max Kasick, staff writer
   Incredible. Absolutely phenomenal. We’ve witnessed firestorms in 
Australia, near war with Iran, and now a literal pandemic in 2020! The 
last pandemic that affected the world was the 1918 Spanish Flu. Crazy to 
think that only 100 years passed and we seem to be in the same situation 
all over again. 
   Since school has been cancelled for the rest of the year, I (and likely 
many others) have a lot of downtime, and what could be used to brighten 
your day? Music, of course! As expected, my top 10 songs for quarantine 
are as follows (mostly hard rock to forget everything going on in the 
world):

1. Beyond the Sea, by Bobby Darin
2. Crystal Gazing, by Be Bop Deluxe
3. Come As You Are, by Nirvanna
4. Ball and Chain, by Big Brother and the Holding Company
5. Blue Collar Man, by Styx
6. Fear of the Dark, by Iron Maiden
7. Lights Out, by UFO
8. Band on the Run, by Wings
9. Rock the Casbah, by the Clash
10. Bringing on the Heartbreak, by Def Leppard

   Well, it’s pretty awful that this is how Class of 2020 graduates: in the 
middle of a pandemic. But I think there’s brighter days ahead. After 
all, the Enlightenment came after the dark ages. Stay safe, happy, and 
healthy, everyone!
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Novel Coronavirus: 
Could a Vaccine be On it’s Way?
By: Abla Abdelkader, staff writer
   Sometime in the middle of March 
our lives here in America changed 
drastically. The coronavirus found its 
way into our country. People began 
to fall ill; some surviving the virus, 
others, unfortunately, not making it 
through. In order to “flatten the curve” 
the entire country was ordered to close 
schools, close nonessential businesses, and stay at home. Public events, 
such as the famous music festival Coachella, have been cancelled or 
postponed. Students all over the country have had their graduations, 
proms, sports, and activities canceled or postponed as well. Families are 
having to leave infected loved ones to die alone. Healthcare workers, and 
all hospital staff are having to sleep in hotels or makeshift tents to protect 
their families from being exposed to the killer virus. Not to mention the 
psychological damage they must be enduring with many hospitals facing 
an influx of patients, a good number of them dying under the hospital’s 
care. The economy is suffering tremendously as well, with the Dow 
Jones and Nikkei having endured their “biggest quarterly drops” since 
1987, according to the BBC. Oil prices are staggeringly low. Over six 
million Americans are left jobless, according to The Guardian. Now with 
over one million confirmed cases of coronavirus, and 61, 472 confirmed 
deaths it is with a somber heart to say that this is our new norm.
   Many are left wondering about a cure or vaccine. While no official 
cure/vaccine has been discovered, scientists are definitely in the works 
to create one. Antibodies from survivors of the virus have been of value 
to scientists to figure out how and why these people survived. In regards 
to an actual vaccine, according to the World Health Organization, at 
least 89 vaccines are currently being developed. Scientists in Australia 
have begun testing “two potential coronavirus vaccines in ‘milestone’ 
labs”. Human trials of the vaccine have already taken place in the US and 
Germany. According to the BBC, the earliest we can receive results are 
in June. Even then, the vaccine would have to go through more testing 
and regulations to get it approved for the public. As of right now, we are 
on the track to creating a vaccine, but it will not be available soon. Until 
then, please follow stay-at-home orders, social-distancing guidelines, and 
stay safe.

Should Have 
Nipped it in the 
Bud
By: Sigifredo Mario Perez, page editor
   On 
March 
13th, 
2020, the 
seniors 
of Reavis 
High 
School 
left their 
classrooms 
for the 
last time 
in their 
school 
career 
because of a global pandemic caused by the COVID-19 illness. Now, 
nobody can say for sure if this could have been prevented, but President 
Trump left the United States worse for wear. 
   According to The Washington Post, on January 3rd, 2020, CDC 
Director Robert Redfield was made aware of the outbreak of a respiratory 
illness in Wuhan. Redfield then informed HHS Secretary Alex Azar, and 
Azar, in turn, told White House National Security Council. As early as 
January 3rd. 
   Trump, in the wake of this knowledge, decides to visit the Trump 
International in West Palm Beach, Florida, according to “Trump Golf 
Count.” 
   Finally, on January 18th, 2020, Azar is finally able to meet with 
President Trump. President Trump, however, is not concerned with this 
new infection, instead asking Azar to crack down on vaping (Washington 
Post).
    The Washington Post then documents Chinese President Jinping saying 
the virus “must be taken seriously,” as Chinese officials confirm the 
virus can be transmitted via human to human contact. At this point, most 
countries are aware of and wary of the virus, all on January 20th.
   One day later, on January 21st, the first case of coronavirus in the 
United States is confirmed. In response, Trump claims that “we have 
it totally under control,” the very next day. On January 29th, President 
Trump finally forms the coronavirus task force, led by VP Mike Pence. 
   Skipping ahead a month (and skipping more golfing on the 2nd 
and 15th of February), Navarro once again warns of an “increasing 
probability of a full-blown COVID-19 pandemic”. Trump is not 
concerned as he believes “when we get into April, in the warmer weather, 
that has a very negative effect on that and that type of a virus. So let’s see 
what happens, but I think it’s going to work out fine.”
   Social distancing is officially ruled to be necessary on February 21st 
by the coronavirus task force. Weeks later, on March 7th, Trump states 
“No, I’m not concerned at all. No, I’m not. No, we’ve done a great job.”, 
according to The New York Times. He continuously shows no caution for 
the virus. He minimizes the risks and shows no care for the spread. Oh, 
and he goes golfing that same day. 
   Three days later, on March 10th, Trump says “it will go away”, when 
asked about the illness. Three days after that, on March 13th, he declared 
a national emergency and washed his hands of the conflict “No, I don’t 
take responsibility at all”. Throughout the three months, he’d continued 
to dismiss the issues. 
   So explain why he then claimed “I felt it was a pandemic long before 
it was called a pandemic.” on March 17th? He neglected HHS Secretary 
Alex Azar, neglected Chinese President Xi Jinping, and stubbornly 
believed that it would go away, like a seasonal flu, but then he claims he 
knew the dangers the whole time? 
   Not to mention he offered up solutions such as going to work (during 
social distancing) as though everything was normal and injecting 
cleaning disinfectants into one’s body to prevent the disease. But hey, at 
least he got to go golfing. 

What’s Happening in Florida? 
By: Alexis Vitek, staff writer
   Florida. It’s great. I mean you got 
Dinsey World, Miami, Orlando, and the 
satisfaction of knowing that if you look 
up “florida man” and your birthday right 
after it, you’ll find some article of some 
guy doing something stupid. So many 
crazy things have happened in Florida 
that it’s hard to take any news that’s gone on there seriously anymore. 
But one of the latest announcements that has been released is that despite 
the extension of multiple state’s stay at home orders and rising numbers 
of COVID-19 patients, Florida just recently announced they will be 
opening up their beaches, but many local governments opted to not do so. 
In Central Florida, many of the beaches remain open, but only for limited 
activity such as exercise. If you want to jog, surf or swim, just verify that 
location is open before you make the trip out there. Florida’s Department 
of Environmental Protection will announce a phased-in re-opening of 
state parks.
   It’s a little obvious that it was wrong for Florida to open their beaches, 
even if visitation is limited. But some people feel even more strongly 
about the situation. Attorney Daniel Uhlfelderis who is attempting to 
sue Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis in an effort to close access to the state’s 
beaches has announced another approach to ward off beachgoers: 
dressing as the Grim Reaper: “Many of you have asked if I am willing 
to travel around Florida wearing Grim Reaper attire to the beaches and 
other areas of the state opening up prematurely. The answer is absolutely 
yes,” Uhlfelder tweeted. “Beginning May 1 we will hit the road here in 
the state. Please retweet and spread the word.” These things seriously 
only happen in Florida. 
   With 33,000 confirmed cases, Florida will be starting to reopen on May 
1st, along with small eligible businesses. I’m here to confirm that on May 
2nd, someone did in fact dress as the grim reaper. And if that doesn’t 
want to make you stay home, I don’t know what will. 
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   Seniors were asked to submit either a favorite memory, shout out to a teacher, class, or friend, their 
feelings about Corona taking away some special senior moments, words of wisdom for underclassmen,  
etc. and here is what they had to say: 
Karolina Kaminska: I wanted to thank everyone who came into my life and made these 4 years at 
Reavis amazing. These memories I made with such amazing friends will never be forgotten.
Marlen Aguilera: Senior Year. It’s finally the year where we see all of our hard work pay off. We are at 
the top of the chain. Excited. Anxious. Nervous. Maybe a little sad. We look forward to all of our “last 
firsts”. All the football games. Homecomings. Pep assemblies. All of it. We push ourselves everyday 
to do better. To get that A in a project. To take a W with our team. To experience new things. To finally 
get the courage to try something new. To build close relationships with people. To enjoy every moment 
of our senior year because it’ll be gone before we know it just like everyone says. To play that last 
season of your favorite sport and give it your all. Since day 1 we imagine what our graduation would 
be like. Who is going to be Valedictorian? Salutatorian? How proud are you going to feel holding that 
diploma in your hand with your loved ones watching you and cheering you on? What is it going to feel 
like getting ready for prom? Is it going to be fun? Will they actually play the music we like? What is 
it going to feel like leaving school early before everyone else? How does it feel to not have to take finals second semester? What emotions will you 
feel your last day when saying goodbye to your classmates and teachers? How is going to feel playing your last game? All of these are things we 
will never experience. I would do anything to have at least one more day at school. One more day to walk through the halls and be in class. I know 
sometimes personally I hated it but wow, I want to go back. Who knew this was how our senior year was going to end. These last couple of months 
were supposed to be the best ones. The ones where we make the best memories and get to be dumb high school teens before we go off into the real 
world. We are being ripped of that and it hurts. It hurts to look back and know that we took it for granted. We wanted it to end already and now we 
are all sitting here willing to do anything to go back. It hurts to feel like all that hard work and dedication was for nothing. I want to thank all my 
friends and teachers who made my senior year the best. I will never forget my senior year. I really tried to make it the best and it was the best. It was 
only going to get better. Everything happens for a reason. I know we are all going through it right now but we just have to keep in mind what matters 
the most. We are healthy and we are alive. We have our friends and family by our sides. Lastly, we have memories that we made through the years. 
Memories to look back on and cherish for the rest of our lives. Remember, we have no control over any of this so just focus on the positive. The 
world is filled with darkness right now. Although you might be hurting don’t forget to be the light. Keep pushing even though it’s not easy. I’m 
always here if any of you would like to talk. To senior year, it was good while it lasted…
David Sanchez: Mrs. Jutzi, Mrs and Mr. Ficaro, Mrs. Rockett,Mrs. Wielgos I just want to say thank you guys for always being there. Thank you for 
letting me be a big goofball with you guys. Thank you for listening and for all the help you all have given me. I love you guys!!   
Jonathan Zdebski: At the start of senior year I would have never anticipated having to go through a pandemic. Although it took away opportunities 
from us all including Prom, Six Flags, or even sporting events, we all have managed to get through this tough time together. Just because this virus 
changed our daily routines and limiting us from our previous lifestyle doesn’t mean we should just give up. We should use this time to our advantage 
to learn something new, or do something you never thought you would see yourself doing. Because of this I’ve been training for calisthenics, and 
never really took it seriously until now. You don’t have to do the same, but just get out of your comfort zone and try something new.
Adamari López: Sophomore year for Drivers Ed, Stearns took me out to drive and I had to stop at the intersection for a man walking only to realize 
it was my dad on his morning walk. I told Stearns that the man was my dad and he said “Well what are you doing?? Roll down the window and say 
hi!” And that has to be my favorite memory from high school.
Nick Baez: Thanks for the great support and the greater experience. I’ll miss the Friday night lights with all my coaches. I hope you guys know I 
put all I had on that field and I’m glad to say I got to join a family with the honor of making the playoffs. I want to say thanks to Mr. Murphy for the 
greatest learning experience I’ve had in a class, you’ve made a home in the classroom that you teach in and that’s the greatest accomplishment any 
teacher can ever have. You made me realize that being intelligent and kind to all walks of life is not negative but yet a humanity that we all need 
inside us. Thank you for everything and hopefully you never forget joe. Mrs. Dictionary you were a blast to joke with in the English wing and the 
pure energy you gave was a feeling I’ll never forget. And now is the time to leave like one of the G.O.A.T.s. MAMBA OUT
Motaz Olwan: To all my teachers that taught me, thank you! Shutout to Mrs.Schoder my favorite science, anatomy and NHS sponsor! And to 
undergraduates always remember this never take anything for granted in your final year of high school. Enjoy it like there’s no tomorrow, help others, 
make new friends and try new things before it’s too late. As for the class of 2020 we’ll get our moment. Patience is key and if we weren’t meant to 
walk this stage in our life maybe we were meant to cross that college stage, or getting our union diploma. We will never truly feel like we graduated 
until we cross a stage, but maybe this isn’t the one! 
Abygail Unzueta: My favorite memory of high school is when I flipped Mr, Basile during soccer season. He thought that he can take me, but that’s 
just not how it goes lol  
Kayla Rosales: For future and now high schoolers...  everything WILL be okay. I promise you’ll find your way. 
Jamal Ibrahim: Change the plan, never the goal.
Mayte Yanez: To all the art teachers at Reavis, I hope to let you know that you all were my motivation at school. I greatly appreciate you all for 
everything you’ve taught me. I will always treasure the moments I’ve had with you all as a student. I will miss you all greatly.
Jordan Hannan: Reavis is a great place....you got so many people who care about you make as many memories as you can. 
Sayef Ihmeidan: Strive for greatness.
Islam Ziyad: Don’t ever take walking in the hallways everyday and being able to see your teachers and classmates for granted . Even when you feel 
like school is the worst , you don’t ever know when it can be your last day. Therefore, make every moment count. 
Noor Attaf Saleh: I’d say my senior year is one of my special years of all time. I got to do everything I’ve always wanted to do when starting 
freshman year, but in a way that wasn’t even expected. Senior breakfast was so much fun with all the teachers and friends, never forget this day. 
Shoutout to Mr. Illichman, Mr. Brumirski, Mr. Keller, Mr. Kuehl, Mrs. Cunningham, and Mrs. Williams,Susan. School was never boring with you 
and your way of teaching made me continue to this day, a big thanks to all of you. Reavis High School has made me look forward and be prepared for 
any upcoming obstacles. 
Abla Abdelkader: I am going to miss high school dearly. I wasn’t expecting to be this upset about leaving, but I have created such amazing 
memories and bonds that I will forever hold close to my heart. Shout out to the Reavis Speech team, especially all the coaches. You guys have 
impacted my life in so many ways. I thank you for making me the person I am today and for providing me with a second family all throughout high 
school. I will miss you guys, go Rams!
Nathan Balestri: I’d like to give a shout out to the Communications Club for being my favorite club, I stayed in it all 4 years and enjoyed every last 
second of it. Thanks guys, it really made my senior year feel like I’ve achieved my goal to enjoy my highschool years.
Alawi Alawi: I thought it would be hard making friends when I transferred to reavis but I actually met friends I want to have forever.
Eric Matute: Shout to Mr. Deasy for the sick dance moves during quarantine.

Class of  2020 Good Byes
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Amira Matariyeh: I wanna shout out my two best friends emily and crystal thanks for being by my side <3 
Natalia Kawalko: Enjoy the days you get. We Seniors have been counting down our final days together, our final moments together, to the day of 
graduation. Little did we know that our last day was March 13th... I never knew that would be my last official day as a Reavis High School student. 
While being quarantined , I’ve been checking my Reavis emails to see any positive updates about Senior Check Out, Prom, Graduation, sports 
continuing, etc. All of us Seniors have been curious to see what the school is planning on doing, maybe giving some hope. Even giving some athletes 
hope to play one more game, go to one more practice at least, so they can see their second family...Now I sit in my room, as many of us are, looking 
at all the pictures and reminiscing memories I made, all the funny moments I had with my friends, the stressful final exams or swim meets that I had. 
Looking at the non-returnable prom dress that my boyfriend, family, and friends will never get to see and that I’ll never get to wear. However I still 
held onto some hope for at least graduation... but it was banned by the Illinois State Board of Education. After all that hard work and all those years 
we seniors won’t get that milestone many people have gotten in their life. Our freshman year we were told that we are The Class of 2020, the perfect 
20/20 vision. This was not how we envisioned it to end... 
Alexander Corral: To you upcoming seniors, please enjoy your last year and don’t take anything for granted. 
Mohammed Ziyad: Just wanted to say this school taught me many things about me and you will definitely grow and mature as a person.
Kamil Kmin: This is a new world, make what you want of it.
Reham Assfour: I feel very sorry that I will leave school in these conditions, and I am sad because we do not know if there is a graduation for the 
2020 class.  I hope everyone remains in good health.
Karla Flores: The Office (season 9, episode 23) 45:02-45:08, 47:55-48:00
Alex Alvarado: My time at Reavis was kind of brief, but they were the best two years of high school that I had. One thing that has always stood out 
to me was the pride and school spirit that’s so alive here. I’ll forever be disappointed that the year ended the way it did. I didn’t get to formally say 
goodbye to anyone, and a whole month of classes with my friends was taken from me. However, I can’t let that take away from the fact that I am 
grateful that I got to attend school here. I made so many friends and made even more really cool memories that I would have never made anywhere 
else. I’m going to miss going to football games and eating at the Dugout after. I’m going to miss those crazy pep rallies. I’m even going to miss 
getting scolded by Blueberries for using my phone in the hall. High school was really cool while it lasted, and I never realized how much I was going 
to miss it. I didn’t know what to expect when I transferred into this school, but Reavis gave me the warmest welcome I had ever received. After 
everything, I am proud to have had the opportunity and the privilege to be a Ram.  
Samanta Rios: All I want to say is thank you to all my teachers that helped me throughout my 4 years of high school and I will miss them all thank 
you once again.
Robert Tunney: My favorite memory was when the environmental club did a beach clean up :)
Alvaro Ruiz: Homeroom and Film Genre was the best. 
Gerald Roberts: My message to on coming seniors, juniors, sophomores and freshmen is be yourself. It took me a while to realize what and who I 
am and I’m still figuring it out as I go but just be honest. I wish I had more to say at this time but oh well. Stay safe! Once a ram always a ram!
Mohammad Morad: I was excited for my last year of volleyball. I worked out every single day at the gym for sports to be canceled. We are still 
in the same volleyball group chat from freshman year. I didn’t even get a chance to say goodbye to my friends. I would also like to say I hate doing 
online homework.
Omar Abdelkarim: Ok boys, alpha male speaking, here’s how it works. In my 4 years that I spent at Reavis, I had amazing memories and some 
really atrocious ones. My favorite class by far was electronics with Mr. Ragan in my first year. I learned the most in that class and the work was 
surprisingly fun. Favorite teacher would have to be Mr. Terleckyj. Although he is the worst card player I’ve ever met, he is literally one of the boys 
and I look forward to playing fortnite with him and Mr. Illichman after I graduate. My advice to future students is as follows: “Indeed it is, Indeed it 
does. Life is very~.” 
Lisa Marcotte: As much as the school has its ups and downs. It is a great school. The past 4 years I have spent here I have gained some amazing 
memories whether it be from sports, clubs or teachers. I can say i will always remember these memories!! Once a ram always a ram. 
Angeles Ramirez Salinas: I would like to thank all the staff at Reavis High School for all their hard work and time because the school would not 
operate without all their contributions. I would especially like to thank some of the most inspiring and kind hearted people I’ve met like Ms.Mil, Ms. 
Stanich, Mr.Juracka, and Mr. Homerding. You have all helped me grow and learn how to handle certain situations and emotions in ways I cannot 
thank you enough.
Michael Halloran: Thank you to all the baseball coaches for my 4 years at Reavis. Don’t know where I would be without them. 4 years playing ball 
with the coaching staff and my brothers, was the best time of my life. Also shoutout Mrs.Madera(Kelly) , my favorite teacher I’ve ever had!

GOOD BYES FROM REAVIS STAFF
Ms. Glynn: Congratulations to the Class of 2020! It has been a true pleasure teaching and coaching you for the past 4 years. This is a year and class 
that we all will not soon forget.  May you look back at your years at Reavis fondly, and remember all of the things that you were able to do rather 
than what you missed.  I am sorry that I couldn’t wish you all luck in person!  I wish you luck in the future!
Ms Cunningham: Class of 2020: May you never run out of toilet paper! Best wishes after Reavis!
Mr. Illichman: Seniors! If I am unable to see any of you again, just know that I have appreciated every moment this school year has given us. Never 
hesitate to stop back at Reavis and check in or say hello. Best of luck to you all!
Ms. Klein: To all the former American Studies students: remember to keep an inquisitive mind. Accept no injustice. Fight for what you know is right, 
but always use civil discourse. You are the ones who will make change. I am proud to have taught you. 
   To The Blueprint senior staff, Alexis, Abla, Fatin, Malak, Matt, Roxanna, Max, Sigi, and Alyssa, thank you for sharing your voices this year. You 
guys tackled some tough topics! You made me laugh; you made me think; and at times you made me crazy (like, how hard is it to hit deadline??). 
   A special thank you to Caroline Cragg and Nellie Ghosheh, my senior editors. You two have been with me through thick and thin, and I cannot 
thank you enough for all the heart and soul you have poured into this little publication. I am going to be a little lost without you two next year. Never 
stop sharing your voices; the world needs to hear them. #GirlPower 
Mrs. Sarah Schultz: I believe in you seniors and am so proud of not only where you’ve been but where you’re going! Sharing my favorite quote 
with you: “No one else can tell you what your life’s work is, but it’s important that you find it. There is a part of you that know-- affirm that part.” 
--Willis Harman
Ms. Arnold: Seniors we missed closing out the school year with you! Your guidance team is always here if you need us. Congratulations…your new 
adventure awaits!
Mr. Terleckyj: To the class of 2020 – and especially to the students I’ve gotten to know personally over the last few years – congratulations! This 
is a milestone for you, and I wish you the best in your adventures to come. I look forward to our Costco reunion (you know what I’m talking about, 
Oral Comm graduates). And as for my American Studies graduates, make sure you don’t peak in college like Tom Buchanan. Finally, to all Speech 
Team seniors, I’ve always loved you. Goodbye.
Ms. Mil: “I’m never gonna financially recover from this” -Joe Exotic. Don’t be like Joe; start your retirement early, live on a budget, and don’t start a 
roadside zoo and own a bunch of big cats. It has been great getting to know you. Good luck next year! 

Continued on page 8
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Athletics Gone, 
Thanks Rona
By: Jumaanh Abdelkader, page editor
   So, it’s official. All spring sports 
are canceled. With this being said, 
a widespread movement from high 
school athletes is taking place as I 
speak. Many are sending around a 
petition to the IHSA to push back 
spring sports seasons to the summer. 
I was quite shocked to see such unity 
and advocacy at such a young age. 
Sports teams all around the country 
from various schools and states 
seemed to ban together and sign this 
petition. Now, that is impressive.
   The cancellation of spring sports 
is heartbreaking to many of us. It 
is especially hard on the seniors. 
So much has already been taken 
away from them, the possibility of 
not having graduation or prom just 
makes it all worse.
   Our hearts goes out to all the 
seniors who aren’t going to have their last year playing a sport they loved. 
Nellie Ghosheh, one of the captains of the badminton team, says that as 
a senior she’s saddened that she’s going to miss out on their senior night, 
which is a time for seniors to feel honored on the team.
   Seniors are also missing out on conference and possibly state! They also 
will miss out on their last sports awards. Most teams started to fundraise as 
well, so most student-athletes are stuck with the candy. And for most sports, 
like baseball, softball, badminton, and other sports, they didn’t even get one 
game in. 

   However, 
some 
sports are 
still trying 
to have a 
senior night. 
And many 
coaches are 
trying to 
ensure their 
seniors feel 
special, such 
as Coach 
Schoenfeld 
(aka Goose), 
who hand-

delivered gifts to each senior on the girl’s track team. 
   In all, this whole situation sucks for everyone who looked forward to 
having a great season. A final note to all the seniors: We are so sorry about 
your athletics season and also how your whole senior year has been ruined. 
We hope down the road there will still be a way to redeem the senior year 
experience with perhaps a redemption season, prom, or a later graduation 
date. 

SAT CANCELLED 
By: Marcus Hernandez, staff writer 
   As many of us juniors know, the state-provided SAT test has been 
canceled. So, what does that mean for us? 
   The SAT is an exam that can determine your entry into colleges and 
or universities. It’s a test to see if students are prepared for college 
level classes. It’s also a way to earn potential scholarships. 
   The coronavirus has affected everything, especially school. If the 
class of 2021 do not have SAT scores, how will we enter college? 
   The College Board has already spoken out about this and are saying 
that if school is to resume in the fall, they will hold testing days August 
through December. They have also spoken out about the unlikely event 
that school does not resume in the fall, they will hold a digital SAT 
exam for students to take at home. On the brightside for the class of 
2021, some colleges have already said that when considering the entry 
of students from the class of 2021, they will be more lenient due to the 
unexpected pandemic. 
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HUMANS OF REAVIS: 
A Personal Narrative: Into the Coronavirus
By: Nellie Ghosheh, senior editor
   Wake up. Get dressed. Sit in bed and contemplate what to do with the day. 
   Who knew life could become so repetitive and boring? I mean, I used to crave sleep and my free time. Now, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, I am sick of both sleep and this so-called “free time.” Really, no sane person should have this much free 
time on their hands. I never thought I could become so bored of watching TV, but here I am: bored out of my mind!
   It is ironic the small things I used to take for granted, such as waking up early for school. I mean, when that alarm clock went 
off every morning at 6:50 AM, I would truly despise it. Every morning would be a battle to just get out of bed and to school. 
Now, when I hear the same alarms go off post-school, yes, I still get a bit of anxiety, but I also realize how much I miss school. 
School stimulates the mind and gives you something worth waking up for.  
   However, this pandemic really gave me the time to strengthen my ties with my religion. As a Muslim, it is customary that 
you pray five times a day. When I was in school, consumed with the rigorous workload and balancing extracurriculars and 
a sport, I would neglect my prayers. This pandemic has allowed me to reclaim my religious identity and for that, I will be 
eternally grateful.
   Also, because the added stress of school is no longer prevalent, I find myself with clearer skin. I have been struggling with 
acne ever since the beginning of the school year (planning for college can be stressful) but as soon as school was canceled, I 
noticed immediate improvements in my skin. Another positive of this quarantine.
   This quarantine also pushed me to try new things, such as taking on jobs I would never have given the time of day pre-
pandemic. The two new jobs I have, Instacart Shopper and Dasher, have really filled up this void of self-deprivation. 
   As an Instacart shopper, I am responsible for picking up people’s groceries. I go to the store they select and pick out the 
items that they requested. I then deliver the groceries to their house. With this job, I do feel like I am an essential worker as 
I ensure people, who may not be able to leave their house, get the food they need. The happiness on these people’s faces when I deliver their groceries is truly 
heart-warming. One customer that I had explained to me that the groceries I will be delivering was not for her but for someone in need. Someone who was being 
negatively impacted by COVID-19. Someone who was not receiving any food from the government program she was a part of. Upon hearing this, I felt like there 
may be hope for humanity after all. 
   I became a Dasher after joining Instacart. Doordash is an online app that allows you to order food from thousands of different restaurants and fast food places. 
Dashers are the people who pick up the food and deliver it to those who ordered it. Unlike Instacart, Dasher is easier in that you do not have to search for the 
selected items; the restaurants will have it ready for you. Again, I feel a sense of self-satisfaction when doing this type of job. 
   With the pandemic, both of these jobs are in high demand. People do not want to leave their houses for they fear they may catch this wretched virus. These 
people may have underlying health problems or are elderly, making them more susceptible to COVID-19.  I know by doing both of these jobs that I am putting my 
health at risk, but if not me, then who?
   I know I am not in the minority when I say I am not afraid of this virus. I am a firm believer that everything happens for a reason. If I get the virus, then it 
was meant to be. I truly do not want to offend anyone; it is just my personal beliefs. With that being said, I would like to dive into something that has personally 
affected me as a grocery shopper. 
   Starting May 1, by law, Illinois grocery-store customers will have to start wearing masks. When I would shop for others (as part of my job) I did not see the need 
to wear a face covering. There is a minimal scientific research that shows that these masks are effective. I also view it like this: I am in a grocery store. Surrounded 
by people. And germs. Picking up items that many people have touched before me. I just don’t see how the masks help. Sure, it can potentially slow the spread of 
germs when people cough or sneeze. But to think masks help prevent the spread of the virus completely is surely a logical fallacy. Just as for myself, I would hope 
that people who are experiencing any type of illness would stay home and not cause harm to others.
   On a more personal note, I will share a first-hand experience of having a medical emergency that was not linked to the virus. On my lower back, on the top of my 
tailbone, I developed a pilonidal cyst. This was not the first time this has happened to me; it happened two years prior to this. This cyst can be really painful and 
it hindered my ability to sit and sleep. When contacting my doctor, I was not sure of what the outcome would be. I knew some health facilities moved to online 
check-ups during this pandemic to reduce the risk of spreading the virus. But are in-person health facilities still accessible to those who do not have COVID-19? 
The answer is yes. I was scheduled to come in, but the process was a bit different from the norm. See, when I got to my local clinic, I was told to wait in the car 
rather than the waiting rooms. I would then call the number she provided me with and check-in for my appointment. That same number would call me back when 
the doctor was ready for me.
   Upon arriving at the doctor’s, I was surprised at how busy my local clinic was. I also wondered what everyone else was there for. When my doctor came to my 
designated room, she looked super overwhelmed; many people were here to see her. I probably was with her for no more than 10 minutes (and that is including the 
extraction of the cyst!). 
   Finally, I will transition to how COVID-19 has impacted Ramadan 2020. Ramadan is a month where Muslims fast from sunrise to sundown. This month has a 
heavy emphasis on family. Usually, during Ramadan, I would break my fast and eat at a family member’s house. Every day it would vary as it would be someone 
else’s “turn.” One day I would be at my grandma’s house and the next day it would be at my aunt or uncle’s house. Sometimes we would break our fast at a 
restaurant. However, with this social distancing in place as well as the widespread fear of catching COVID-19, this Ramadan has been more secluded than ever. I 
have not been to any of my family members’ houses or to any restaurants. I feel as if the one out of twelve months that I actually get to see and be with my family 
has come to an abrupt halt. I do have hope though that our holiday Eid, which marks the end of Ramadan, will not be “canceled” and perhaps I will be able to have 
one day to celebrate with the whole family after all. 
   At this moment of time, the future seems unclear. Will I be able to attend my first year of college? When will I be able to carry along with a normal life? The 
impacts that COVID-19 has had on the world has really been complex and has affected everyone differently. Throughout all this, I really see the world-- and I do 
mean everyone-- band together in this time of need. And I cannot help but think that this is the best thing to have come from COVID-19.

Life in Quarantine
By: Abla Abdelkader, staff writer
   As a senior, now more than ever is such an inconvenient time for a pandemic to sweep the world. We are left questioning whether 
or not we will receive a graduation or prom. While this isn’t the worst predicament to be going through right now, it is definitely 
still a valid concern. I remember the last official day of school, March 13, when everyone was so hyped and excited we were getting 
three weeks off. I must admit, I wasn’t too upset about the news either. However, immediately after it sunk in that school was 
closing due to a pandemic, I was sure we weren’t ever coming back. It felt like a movie, and it was very unsettling. I mean schools 
and businesses all over the country are CLOSING due to a PANDEMIC. I never expected this to happen in my lifetime. Being the 
anxious person I am, I began worrying about what this means for our future. 
   The next couple of weeks were a blur. Days and nights blended together. My sleep schedule was totally out of whack. And my 
nerves were at an all-time high. During such an uncertain time it’s difficult to stay calm, but I found that self-care is such a perfect 
distraction, also tiktok. I spend a lot more time with my family, which I truly appreciate. My sisters and I have partaken in crafts, 
baking, making tiktoks. My family goes on walks as this is the only way we can leave the house. All these factors have aided me in 
calming my nerves and feeling safe during such a difficult time. 
   Unfortunately the future is still highly uncertain. Prom and graduation have been postponed, however I wouldn’t be surprised to 
find out that both were canceled. It’s just not safe right now and I don’t think it will be anytime soon. I do hope that even if they 
get cancelled we can somehow do it in the far future. I really just want to walk across the stage, it has been a moment I have looked forward to even before high 
school. I looked forward to visiting my family before the ceremony and taking pictures. I looked forward to going to dinner with my family after graduation. I 
looked forward to having a small celebration with my closest friends. I might not get that this year, but hopefully one day my class and I can get the proper sendoff 
from highschool. Until then, here is a picture of my graduation outfit. If I can’t wear it at graduation, I’ll just have a small photoshoot in my front yard instead.
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Ms. Szczudlo: 
To the Class of 
2020:
   One of the 
most meaningful 
comments I’ve 
seen during this 
crazy time is 
that the Class of 
2020 was born 
into 9/11, and 
now, they are 
graduating high 
school during 
a pandemic—
they will be the 
policy makers of 
the future. This 
might seem like 
a lot of pressure 
after seeing your 
final months of high school through the windows of your 
bedroom, but I also remember who is graduating this year.
    I hear the commanding voices of students like 
Caroline Cragg, Alex Papiez, and Madison Hozian 
from sophomore speech class. I remember the driven 
perseverance of students like Claudia Zarycki, Luz 
Garcia, and Miguel Aguinaga. I chuckle at the goofiness 
of Ricky Reyes, Arianna Furiasse, and Marek Judka. I 
smile at the kindness demonstrated by Julisa Martinez, 
Kinga Ludzia, and Marlen Aguilera. I cheer on athletes 
like Karolina Stachon, Kareem Hajjar, and Xavier 
DeLuna. I adore the emotional humanity of Alyssa 
Mestes, Alexis Vitek, and Lisa Marcotte. I beam with 
pride over the comeback kids like Breanna Rivera, 
Yadira Solis, and Albana Nreci. I recognize the quiet, but 
powerful voices from Kayla Rosales, Diana Elias, and 
Michael Harvey. I think about the dance parties I will 
have with Abla Abdelkader, Katherine Cervantes, and 
Fatin Nassan. And of course, I marvel at the talent of the 
senior speech team members:  brilliant Ali, endearing 
Isaac, resilient Casas, marvelous Matt, adorable Alex, 
witty Chungus, TikTok famous Alexis, vibrant Weronika, 
stunning Katherine, driven Abla, and crowd-moving 
Fatin. Ali, Casas, Isaac, and Fatin—those state qualifying 
and state competing performances were full of maturity, 
talent, and inspiration.
    I think about all of these students and so many others 
(I wish I could list them ALL) who have this world in 
their young hands and strong voices, and I realize they 
are absolutely the policy makers of the future because 
buckling under pressure is not something they do. I wish 
I could give you one last speech to wish you well, and I 
hope to see you all in person soon.
Ms. Poulos: To the graduating class of 2020: as you move 
on to the next chapter of your lives, may you continue to 
learn, create, grow, and inspire. Be proud of the legacy 
you leave behind at Reavis. Though this year didn’t quite 
end like we would have hoped it would, hold onto the 
memories you created, and carry forth the lessons you 
learned and experiences you had. Go out and change the 
world for the better and remember you always have a 
place to come back to.  Congrats, seniors!  We love you 
and will miss you!

One event seniors did not have to miss because of the pandemic was the annual 
senior breakfast. Pictured above seniors Nadia Roberts, Nellie Ghosheh, Agnieszka 
Paluch, Aya Dajani, and Sandra Marquez 

Smiling seniors, Celine Mejia, Marlen Aguilera, and Xavier DeLuna 

Caroline Cragg, Jina Patel, & Haley Garza-- “sweet” seniors at the Sugar Factory


